
Facing History 2011-2012

In-class assignment: The “Single Story” and Its Limitations
(due at the end of class, Tuesday, November 1)


In the TED talk you watched from July 2009, Chimamanda Adichie, a Nigerian-born novelist (b. 1977) who lives today both in the US and in Nigeria, talks about the danger of the “single story.”  With “single stories” alone, narrow views of particular groups—in her case, Nigerians—overwhelmingly define the image of that particular group.    She calls for a different set of stories, a range of stories, a rich complexity of narratives about groups to go beyond a monolithic view of that group.

Now that you’ve seen her talk, your task in class today is to write three paragraphs that address the following:

What stories would you want to be told about a particular group of individuals to go beyond the stereotypical view of that group?    Tell us (in brief) those stories.  And then after you have shared a few, explain (in your conclusion) how you think those stories would enrich/deepen/complicate our understanding of that particular group.  And add a note as to why you think it might be necessary to do this in order to expand our understanding of the particular group you selected.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE: You must complete this during class and turn it in to the sub BY NO LATER THAN the end of class.






For any of you who missed this class, go to (http://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story.html) to view the talk that students watched in connection with this assignment.
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