Facing History 2011-2012
How Others Ask Us to Define Our Identities 

with respect to Race and Ethnicity

Your group will have a specified amount of time.  You are all to become acquainted with these documents (hint, hint: divide them among you!).  Then, collectively, appoint someone the group’s “recorder” and, while he/she takes notes, try to determine the answers to the questions at the bottom of this page:

Your folder should contain the following documents:

1. The SAT registration form, 2009-2019, question #35 on ethnicity, question #36 a/b first and best language, question #37 on citizenship, question #38 on religious preference (see pages 27-28 in the “SAT Paper Registration Guide”)

2. ACT assessment registration form 2004-2005

3. US Office of Personnel Management, race and national origin identification form (SF 181). Rev 5-82

4. Race and Ethnic Data Reporting Form, US Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2535-0113 (exp. 01/31/2011)

5. University of California, Davis, University Registration form (c. 2004)

6. City of Fargo, North Dakota, down payment and closing costs assistance program, household race and ethnicity

7. California State Personnel Board, State Employee Race/Ethnicity Questionnaire, SPB 1070 (5/03)

8. Wilton (CT) Public Schools, Student Race and Ethnicity Questionnaire, 2010 (with a letter from the Superintendent of Schools, dated May 15, 2010, explaining the form.

9. Eanes ISD (Independent School District), Texas, “Selecting a New Race and Ethnicity Using New Federal Codes”

10. New Mexico Department of Health, Development Disabilities Supports Division/Family Infant Toddler Program, “Race and Ethnicity Tracking Form” effective July 1, 2009

11. Del-Jen, Inc. (A Fluor Company), “Race/Ethnicity and Gender Self-Identification Questionnaire,” Form # HR-20, rev. 10/24/08.  (Del-Jen, Inc. is a company that provides support services to the US Government, specifically its Departments of Defense and Labor)

12. US Census 2000 “long” form questionnaire (the long form went to 1 in 6 households in 2000)

13. Explanation of ancestry category on US census form, 2000

14. Explanation of Hispanic origin category on US census form, 2000

15. Explanation of Race on US census form, 2000

16. “Race, Hispanic Origin and Ancestry: Jefferson County, Colorado”—Why will Census 2000 Ask about Race, Hispanic Origin, and Ancestry

17. “New Data Collection on Race/Ethnicity: Are Persons from Spain Considered to be of Hispanic Ancestry?” 

18. US Census 2010, pages 1-3

19. Letter from Thomas W. Payzant, superintendent, Boston Public Schools, dated September 8, 2005, with a form on the overleaf that asks for information that would enable Massachusetts to implement Federal guidelines for coding race and ethnicity.  

20. First page of Common Application form, 2010-2011

21. Visualizations: Cornell (University) Enrolment by Race/Ethnicity (Bubble Chart), 9/2009

22. BLS daily attendance sheet from 2010-2011
23. Naviance data form, 2011-2012
Questions:

(  How are the authors/creators of each document trying to categorize people?

( What are the different categories that these form makers use?  How are they similar?  How are they different?

( Why are these categories being used?

( Why, in your view, are these race/ethnicity questions being asked?

( What are the pros and cons of asking these questions on these forms?

( How challenging would it be for each of you to find the right “bubbles” to fill in?

When we come back together as a class, each group should be prepared to report back on its conclusions.  Don’t worry if your conclusions echo those of other groups; you are all looking at the same documents, so no doubt some of you will arrive at the same conclusions.

