Facing History 2011-2012
Post and assignment: Race Relations in Our Own Backyard

What’s Going on in the BLS Dining Hall?

(due Wednesday, October 19)

Over the next few days, you are to conduct a field study in the BLS dining hall (cafeteria). Here’s how you will do this:

During your lunch, you are to select three different tables in three separate areas of the dining hall.   Spend a few minutes talking to the people at each of the three tables. Find out: 

· Why are they sitting together? 

· Do they sit together regularly? 

· What do they seem to have in common?  

· Are their lunches the same?  Neighborhoods?  Classes?  Grades?  

· Do they always sit together?  Do they always sit in the same location? 
So once you’ve found this out, what do you need to do?

1. Collect as much data as you can.  

2. Then, write a description of who is sitting at each by writing three distinct paragraphs. In each paragraph, identify who is sitting at each table (not by name, but by any other characteristics: age, class, class at BLS, ethnicity, race, neighborhood, etc., as relevant and/or appropriate).  

3. Be sure to not only write up the data but be certain to add a paragraph with the conclusions about cafeteria patterns and behavior that you develop from the data you collected.  

4. You are to post these three paragraphs and the concluding paragraph on the thread called “What’s Going on in the BLS Dining Hall?”  that is due before class on Wednesday.
5. Bring to class on Wednesday, October 19 : a diagram that you draw of how the dining hall/cafeteria seems to be organized.  This should be as detailed or as schematic as you would like.  The Mean Girls clip provides a useful model, but you can design this drawing however you like.  This should be done on an 8 ½ x 11” sheet of paper.  BE CERTAIN TO NOTE WHICH LUNCH YOU STUDIED (and put your name and section on this diagram as well).   Know that we will share these in class on that Wednesday.
As part of this assignment, I’d like you to read an excerpt from Beverly Daniel Tatum’s book Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria and Other Conversations about Race (1999).  This is online and accessible at: http://www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000781.html
Please incorporate what you learn from this article into any conclusions you draw from the raw data you collected and post on the discussion board.

