Facing History 2011-2012
Project: Responding to your summer reading

(Due: Monday, October 3)
In years past, the assignment for this class about your summer reading was (to be honest) a little dry…just a classic, three-page paper that was well done but a little dull.   And we all know what BLS students do to fulfill their English summer reading assignments.
A more inventive, creative project seemed in order.  (Yes, yes—one of those Facing History projects…)  You are to choose one (only one!) of the following options and use it to demonstrate your thorough and deep understanding of the content and the lessons of the book you read.    Select an option that you are truly comfortable with and be prepared to dedicate the time it will take to do it well.   No doubt you will have questions about this; please feel free to ask me or e-mail me with questions.  

Be creative!  Have fun with this!  Pick an option that will show your talents off and will show that (a) you really read this book, (b) the brilliant insights you had into what you read, and (c) the need to share what you discovered in the book with other (less informed) people. 
Option #1:  You are to design a picture book---pictures plus words—that captures the key message and points of your summer reading volume in a format designed for young adolescents.  Yes, they may be sensitive to issues like genocide, AIDS, etc., but you are going to “gently” teach them through your book about the subject of your summer reading.  You are to write a text that captures the essentials of your summer reading tome and illustrate it either yourself or using pictures/images from other sources (just make sure you cite your sources).  The idea is to get the key information and findings across in a clear, accessible fashion and to teach young people about an important aspect of history.

Option #2:  This course is called “Facing History,” but the sad fact of the matter is that in most countries (including the United States), particularly countries that have experienced violent and/or repressive regimes, the ordinary person has never “faced (his/her) history.”  Your task?  Design a detailed brochure that fills them in on the real history that you learned about in your summer reading.  Imagine this would be hung or distributed in a central place so that present-day citizens in the country of the figures/perpetrators described in your book can see it (this would be true even in countries where this would be forbidden; we’re just going to ignore that for the sake of this exercise).  Mix text and pictures in (you can get pictures from any sources; just cite your sources somewhere).  Your audience is the descendant population of the people who lived through the traumatic period you studied.  Through your brochure, teach them the truth about the history you learned in this book.  

Option #3: You have the opportunity to nominate one of the people discussed in your book for the Nobel Peace Prize.  The requirements of the nomination?  Write an eloquent, 3 page nomination speech, stating (a) why he/she deserves this prize, (b) what he/she has done, (c) what is so remarkable about his/her achievements, and why he/she has made an essential contribution to the future of the world.   Be sure to include a photo or image of this person.    You are trying to convince the Nobel jury; be as persuasive as you can.

Option #4: Some of you read books about “not-so-nice” people.  Indeed, quite a few of them did some pretty awful things.  Imagine you are a lawyer, building a case against someone you read about who you think should be tried for crimes.  Your task is to write the opening argument, a speech you would read in court to explain what crimes the person is being charged with and what the evidence is for his/her accused acts.  Try to assess the motivation for those crimes and what the effect was on his/her alleged victims.  Think Sam Waterston et al on Law & Order; their speeches in court usually include dramatic flair but inevitably demonstrate the powerful case they have developed against the accused.  3 pages maximum.
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